INAUGURAL FESTIVAL CONCERT

Christmas on stage
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It was billed as a Christmas Festival Con-
cert and it lived up to its billing and then
some, with sounds of the season and Christ-
mas filling the theatre at Sacred Heart High
School in Stittsville.

About 200 performers — dancers, singers
and musicians — contributed to the program
which was overseen by renowned Ottawa
area personality Max Keeping. And what
a program it was, ranging from the angelic
sounding voices of the Sacred Heart High
-School senior choir to the flying feet of the

Wolfe Pack Step Dancers and the Pointe of

Grace Steppers to the melodies of the South
Carleton High School and Sacred Heart High
School concert bands to the musical offer-
ings of community-based singers and musi-
cians like the Goulbourn Jubilee Singers, the
Goulbourn Male Chorus, the Main & Ab-
bott Dance Band and the Stittsville Concert
Band. :

And you can imagine what the grand finale
was. like, with many of these performers on
stage, joined by a hand clapping Max Keep-
ing and a jolly Santa Claus, along with his
Stitt Street elves, with Christmas favourites
like “Joy to the World,” “Silent Night,” and
“Jingle Bells” being sung, not only by the
massed performers on stage but by the 350
in the audience: :

But this was only one of the memorable
moments in the Friday, Dec. 10 concert.

There was the recitation of ‘“’Twas the
Night Before Christmas” with MC Max
Keeping as narrator. -

He was joined on stage by youngsters out-
fitted in their PJ’s and with stuffed animals,
surrounding him as he- recited the famous
poem, interspersed with musical additions
by the Stittsville concert band.

And the crowd was set to laughing when

- one “big kid,” also in PJ’s and clutching a

teddy bear, tried to join the group, with a
wish list for Santa from Ottawa city hall.
But narrator Max banished this interloper,
who turned out to be city of Ottawa Stitts-
ville ward councillor Shad Qadri, from the
stage before beginning with his narration of
the poem.

And on the more serious side of things, the

‘concert featured a tribute to the Canadian

Armed Forces involving a colour party from
the Stittsville Legion, bagpiper Jordan Mc-
Connell who was joined by drummers Bonnie
McConnell and Kelsie Habecker and a slide
show on the big screen which had dropped
down, all paying homage to the bravery and
dedication of Canada’s military. A somber,
appropriately respectful moment on an oth-
erwise evening of seasonal celebration.
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Longtime CTV Ottawa personality Max Keeping, centre, reads the famous Christmas

poem “'Twas the Night Before Christmas” to a group of youngsters wearing their PJ's

and with stuffed toys on stage at the Stittsville Christmas Festival Concert at the theatre
- at Sacred Heart High School on Friday, Dec. 10.






Another reference to the Festival Concert as
a New Tradition for Christmas in Stittsville.







